
 In this first track project we want to explain the piano layout to you and give you a few things for you 
to look at that will help you be successful in learning to play this instrument. It is going to seem 
overwhelming to you at first, but hang in there, you will be playing some of your favorite songs before 
you know it.

The first thing we want to point out is the black notes. As you can see, there is a continuous pattern 
of 2 black notes, then three blacks notes, then two again and so forth.

If you look at the two black notes, 
the white key directly to the left is 
a C. If you look at the next set of 
two black notes you will see the 
C note again.


This pattern goes from one end 
of the piano to the other.
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The first section of notes that we want to pay close 
attention to are the ones shown here below. From the 
first C to the next C is one full octave. Once you learn 
these notes you will know every note on the piano.


Notice the black keys carry two note names. Don’t 
worry. This will make more sense later.
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The Piano notes go from A to G and repeat 
themselves throughout the entire piano.
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The next thing we want to focus on in this track project is half steps and whole steps. These terms we 
are using will make a lot more sense in the coming track projects.


The first thing we want to point out is what is called a half step. Take notice of the C note to the far left 
of the keyboard below. The next not in line is a black note which is a C sharp (C#).


From the C to the C# is what is called a half step.


If you go from the C to a D, that is a whole step.
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Below are two more examples of half steps without the black notes

E F B C
E to F is a half step B to C is a half step
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Notice the diagram. You will see a total of 12 
half steps in this octave
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Notice the diagram. You will see a total of 6 
whole steps in this octave
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As mentioned earlier in this lesson. The piano is a group of 12 notes that repeats itself for the 
length of the piano. A few things to memorize and remember are the following.


1. The pattern of the two black keys and three black keys.

2. From one C to the other C is called a octave.

3. In an octave there are 12 half steps.

4. In an octave there are 6 whole steps.

5. the notes on a piano start at A and go alphabetically to G and then starts over at A again.

Please be sure to watch the videos associated with this project. These videos will help you 
understand this lesson more clearly. The videos will also allow you to hear other perspectives that 
may help you understand it a bit more clearly as well. They are very beneficial.


When you feel you understand this track project fully, you may proceed in filling out the worksheet 
that goes with this lesson.


